
Last spring, our region engaged in Education Matters, a public 
input process designed to identify our communityõs educational 
priorities. Hundreds of residents participated by attending fo-
rums and answering surveys. The myriad of ideas were distilled 
into eight community priorities which will be used, along with 
the School Boardõs goals, to guide our next steps around edu-
cation in the in the Tahoe Truckee Region. The eight priorities 
are:

To capitalize on the passion and interest in òcreating the best 
educational system in the stateó right here in Truckee, we are 
launching three committees, each tackling a different communi-
ty priority. We are beginning with these three because they best 
lend themselves to community involvement: (i) Safe, Healthy En-
vironment, (ii) Whole Child, and (iii) Preparation for Life

Our þrst committee meeting, focusing on Safe, Healthy En-
vironment will be on Thursday, November 2nd, 3:30-5:30pm 
at Sierra Mountain Middle School in Truckee. For more in-
formation please call 550-7984.

TTUSD offers many opportunities for teachers to participate 
in staff development and training, which is often conducted dur-
ing the school day. This requires substitute teachers.  Unfortu-
nately, the district is experiencing a dire shortage of substitutes 
and is actively recruiting people interested and qualiþed.  

In order to obtain a Substitute Teaching Permit, applicants 
need a Bachelors Degree and to pass the California Basic Edu-
cational Skills Test (CBEST). The pay for substitute teachers is 
$115 per day.

If you would like to þnd out more about how to become a sub-
stitute teacher, please join us at one of the upcoming workshops, 
both of which will be held at 6:30 p.m.:

Å Thursday, November 2nd at Truckee Elementary
Å Monday, November 6th at Tahoe Lake Elementary
We will explain the process for becoming a substitute, help 

you complete the required paperwork, and provide a sample 
CBEST test. Computers will be provided to sign-up for the test 
on-line, with all the fees paid for by the school district. The next 
CBEST test is December 2, in Sacramento and the registration 
deadline is November 21st. We will also have sign-up sheets for 
carpooling to the test.

If you are interested but can not make one of the workshops 
or, if you have any questions, please call 582-2503 and talk to 
Mary Lou Webster, the Districtõs Credential Technician. This 
could be great way for you to help with enhancing our educa-
tional system and get paid while doing it! 

Exciting things are happening around the topic of nutrition 
in our community. For starters, a Nutrition Coalition has been 
created! It is a project led by Tahoe Forest Hospital in conjunc-
tion with Project MANA, the TTUSD Food Service Director, as 
well as a diverse group of professionals, school district repre-
sentatives, parents and community members. Their mission is 
to implement programs that promote nutrition and physical 
activity for children and parents in our community. 

The Nutrition Coalition is an action-orientated group, which 
has already accomplished many goals within our schools:  

Å  Increasing fresh fruits and vegetables during lunch to 3x a 
week

Å Offering more whole grain products 
Å Removing high added sugar beverages from school vend-

ing machines
Å Providing healthy choices in the brunch menu 
Å Implementing a new, engaging menu that provides nutri-

tional information
Coming Sooné
Å Fun Food Days at the elementary school
Å Daily fresh fruits and vegetables during lunch
Å A coordinated nutrition education curriculum throughout 

TTUSD

While our local Truckee-Tahoe students were recharging their 
minds with summer fun, our very own Sierra College - Truckee 
Campus received a Career Exploration grant, speciþcally tar-
geting middle school students in our region. The grant is for 
$150,000 over two-years and is earmarked for innovative, rep-
licable programs that build self-esteem, empower students to 
start thinking about their futures and provide exposure to an 
array of available careers and educational pathways. This pro-
gram, No Limits to My Future, is commencing this Fall and will 
run through September 15, 2008.

In addition, representatives from the TTUSD are working with 
the regionõs business community to begin a Career Awareness 
program for our high school students. Stay tuned for an update 
on both these very important initiatives.
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communityprioritiesforeducation Å A revised brunch menu. 
Å  Community-wide education campaign on consuming more 

fruits and vegetables 
For more information about the Nutrition Coalition and vol-

unteer opportunities, please contact Maria Martin, MPH, RD at 
mmartinrd@yahoo.com or (530) 583-3769, ext 228. 

This is the þrst of Education Mattersõ quarterly newsletters to keep you updated on our eight community priorities. The newsletter 
is organized by these priorities, so read on for brief updates and opportunities for involvement. 

Å Diverse Curriculum
Å Quality Teachers
Å Individualized Instruction
Å Integrating Cultures & 

Successful Language Programs

Å Whole Child
Å Safe, Healthy Environment
Å Preparation for Life
Å Effective Leadership & 

Management




